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mid-2010s. Therefore, despite the almost ten percent reduction of suicide deaths (from 
1,254 in 1990 to 1,134 in 2014), the suicide rate was the same in 1990 and 2014 (15.9 
per 100,000). However, the calculated value of the suicide rate for 1990 should be 
taken with caution; because for that year the used denominator was overestimated 
number of total population according to the official population estimates of the 
Yugoslav Federal Statistical Office (FSO).
Table 1. Number of suicides and suicide rates by sex. Serbia, 1990-2014 (by subperiod)
Sex 1990-2014
1990-2000
2001-2006 2007-2014
Total 1990-1995 1996-2000
Number of 
suicides - 
total
Both sexes 35187 16620 8936 7684 8505 10062
Male 24862 11395 6074 5321 6088 7379
Female 10325 5225 2862 2363 2417 2683
Number of 
suicides – 
yearly
Both sexes 1407 1511 1489 1537 1418 1258
Male 994 1036 1012 1064 1015 922
Female 413 475 477 473 403 335
Share in 
total 
number of 
suicides 
(%)
Both sexes 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Male 70.7 68.6 68.0 69.2 71.6 73.3
Female 29.3 31.4 32.0 30.8 28.4 26.7
Suicide 
rate (per 
100,000) 
Both sexes 18.6 19.4 19.0 19.8 18.9 17.3
Male 27.0 27.1 26.3 28.0 27.8 26.1
Female 10.7 12.0 12.0 12.0 10.5 9.0
Source: Calculated by authors based on national statistical offices data (Federal Statistical Office 
of Yugoslavia; Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia)
Broken down by years, the war-torn 1990s had the highest number of suicides, and 
especially the early 1990s (1992 and 1993) when, as well as in 1997 suicide deaths 
amounted to more than 1,600. At the same time, the beginning of the last decade of the 
20th century recorded the highest annual change of the suicide deaths (17% in 1991 
and 11% in 1992). Other war-torn years of the 1990s, with some fluctuations, were 
distinguished by a relatively large number of suicides (constantly over 1,400 yearly), 
but certainly the largest since the official statistics regularly published data on the 
number of suicide deaths in Serbia.1
Certain stability, but at a lower level, was achieved during the first 6 years of the first decade 
of the 21st century. In that six-year period, the annual number of suicides ranged from 1,449 
(2002) to 1,346 (2004). However, downward trend has been noticeable since 2007. With the 
exception of 2009 and 2011, all other years registered a reduced number of suicides. It was 
more intense than in the previous subperiod, reaching the minimum suicide deaths in 2014, 
but also the minimum level of suicide rates (15.9 per 100,000).
1 Before that, the annual number of suicides was larger than 1,400 only in 1987. 

Table 2. 
Transition countries 
Southern Europe
Western Europe
Northern Europe
Source:
Figure 2.

Figure 3. 

Table 3.
Source:

Figure 4. 
Figure 5. 
Hanging
poisoning
Figure 6. 
use 
of firearms

Figure 7. 
Table 4.
1990-
1995
1996-
2000
Source:
Note: 

162                                 
This paper is a result of the project "Investigation of demographic phenomena in the function 
of public policies in Serbia" (No. 47006), funded by the Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technological Development of the Republic of Serbia. The work was also partially supported 
by the Association Demobalk.
Ajdacic-Gross, V. et al. (2008). "Methods of suicide: international suicide patterns derived from 
the WHO mortality database". Bulletin of the World Health Organization, 2008, 86:726–732.
Baechler, J. (2009). Les suicides (Nouvelle édition augmentée). Paris: Hermann.
Bertolote J. M, De Leo, D. (2012). "Global suicide mortality rates: a light at the end of the 
tunnel?" Crisis: The Journal of Crisis Intervention and Suicide Prevention, 33(5), 249-253. 
Bošnjak, M. (2011). Globalna finansijska i ekonomska kriza i njen uticaj na privredu i finansije 
Srbje. Beograd: Ministarstvo finansija Republike Srbije. Retrieved from
http://mfin.gov.rs/UserFiles/File/dokumenti/GLOBALNA%20FIN_i%20ek_kriza%20i%20nje
n%20uticaj%20na%20priv_Srbije_17_2_2011_.pdf
Cantor, Ch. (2000). "Suicide in the Western World". In: K. Hawton, K. van Heeringen (eds.) 
The International Handbook of Suicide and Attempted Suicide. John Wiley & Sons, Ltd., 9-28.
da Veiga, F. A, Saraiva, C. B. (2003). "Age patterns of suicide, identification and 
characterization of European clusters and trends". Crisis: The Journal of Crisis Intervention 
and Suicide Prevention, 24 (2), 56-67.
Drouet, M. (2004). "Serbie : quelle transition économique après une décennie de sanctions et de 
guerre ?". In: Sortir de la transition bloquée : Serbie-Monténégro, Revue d'études comparatives 
Est-Ouest, 35, 1-2, 85-115.
Kriza i globalizacija. Beograd: 
Centar za ekonomska istraživanja Instituta društvenih nauka, 256-266.
Mergl, R. et al. (2015). "What Are Reasons for the Large Gender Differences in the Lethality 
of Suicidal Acts? An Epidemiological Analysis in Four European Countries". PLoS ONE,
10(7): e0129062. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0129062
Morokvasic, M., Penev, G. (2014). "Serbie, pays de toutes les migrations". P@ges Europe, 
21 mai 2014 - La Documentation française © DILA. Retrieved from 
http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/pages-europe/d000727-serbie-pays-de-toutes-les-
migrations-par-mirjana-morokvasic-et-goran-penev/article
proteklih pedeset godina". Stanovništvo, XLV, 2, 25-62
, II, 3- -
International scientific researches, 2, 3-4, July-December 2010, 30-39.
163
Samoubistva u Jugoslaviji. Beograd: Institut za sociološka istraživanja Filozofskog 
fakulteta u Beogradu, 7-59. 
delovanja". Gerontologija, 38, 1, 84-92. 
-Monténégro : bilan d'un triple processus". 
In: Sortir de la transition bloquée : Serbie-Monténégro, Revue d'études comparatives Est-Ouest, 35, 
1-2, 183-221
WHO (2014). Preventing suicide: A global imperative. Geneva: World Health Organization
